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Ten Years of Laudato si’: Challenges and Hope
Pontifical Gregorian University
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Opening session: What has been done to implement Laudato si’?

Where are we now after 10 years of LS and where should we go?

Card. Michael Czerny S.J.

800 years ago, Saint Francis of Assisi sang praise to God for His Creation “Sister Earth, our Mother, who sustains and nourishes us, who produces various fruits with coloured flowers and herbs.” 

Ten years ago, Pope Francis lamented, “This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her” and pleaded with us all “to bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change” (LS 2, 13). 

This year is also the 35th anniversary of Pope St John Paul II’s ground-breaking Message for the 1990 World Day of Peace, “Peace with God the Creator, Peace with All of Creation”.[footnoteRef:2] He declared that an education in ecological responsibility is urgently needed to promote responsibility for oneself, for others, and for the earth (13). [2:  https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_19891208_xxiii-world-day-for-peace.html ] 


And it is also the 30th anniversary of the 32nd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus with its Decree 20 on Ecology, mandating a study on Ignatian spirituality, Jesuit apostolates and lifestyles in the context of the debate between development and ecology.[footnoteRef:3] It is the 25th anniversary of that study, We live in a broken world, which I had the honour and task of editing.[footnoteRef:4] It begins with this reflection: [3:  https://jesuits-eum.org/gc-decrees/ecology/]  [4:  Promotio Iustitiae 70, April 1999 http://www.sjweb.info/sjs/documents/pj_070_eng.pdf] 


We live in a broken world where men and women are in need of integral healing, the power for which comes ultimately from God ... God’s action does not begin with what we do; already, in the blessings of creation, God has laid the foundation for what he will accomplish through the graces of redemption.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Society of Jesus, 34th General Congregation, 1995, Decree 6, § 14, 20. If someone is looking for a research topic, he or she could do well to compare and contrast We live in a broken world with Laudato si’.] 


With the same regret expressed by Pope Francis in Laudate Deum, we must all lament the damage which continues to be inflicted on the Earth. Although more than 190 nations have now signed the Paris Accords, setting targets to reach net-zero emissions by mid-century, we are actually heading dangerously close to the 1.5 to 2 degrees ceiling targeted by the Accords. 

Today we acutely feel the sadness of the death of Pope Francis, but we remain all the more grateful to God for the gift of his life and for his magisterium which accompanies us into the future. As we celebrate ten years of Laudato si', let us give thanks for what the Encyclical has done for a better understanding of the right relationship between human beings and creation and for actively caring for our common home. 

So what should we do? Pope Francis shows us the way: “We need a conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all .... We require a new and universal solidarity … All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents” (LS 14). 

A few days after his election, Pope Leo carried forward this same magisterium with these words: “Truth enables us to confront all the more resolutely the challenges of … protection of our beloved planet Earth. These are challenges that require commitment and cooperation on the part of all, since no one can think of facing them alone.”[footnoteRef:6] “In this our time, we still see … too many wounds caused by … an economic paradigm that exploits the Earth’s resources and marginalises the poorest.”[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Leo XIV, Audience for Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, Clementine Hall, 16 May 2025.]  [7:  Leo XIV, Homily, Holy Mass for the Beginning of the Pontificate, 18 May 2025.] 

Now I invite you to enjoy this updated biblical mini-drama. Early in the Gospel of John (1:38-39), the first two disciples asked Jesus, “Where do you live?” Today, Jesus would reply, “I live in our common home, created by my Father and entrusted to the human family to take care of.” And the disciples would ask, “Yes, Lord, but how are we supposed to take care of it?” Answering for Jesus, Pope Francis and Pope Leo reply, “Come to the Borgo Laudato Si, come and see!”   

In February 2023, Pope Francis bequeathed the majestic gardens and farm of the papal summer residence at Castel Gandolfo for the new Borgo Laudato si’ (Laudato si’ Village). It aims to promote integral ecology, uniting the care for creation with the promotion of human dignity. The 55 hectares of this extraterritorial Vatican territory, larger than Vatican City itself, are divided into 35 hectares of beautiful gardens and 20 hectares of agricultural and livestock land. 
The project aims to apply concretely the principles set out in the Encyclical, and it hosts the Laudato si’ Centre for Advanced Education (CAF-LS), a scientific, educational, and social body, tasked with offering formation on the guiding principles of Laudato si’ in a three-fold way: education for integral ecology, circular and generative economy, and environmental sustainability. The Borgo Laudato si’ aspires to be a sort of “incarnation” of Laudato si’. 
Within ten days of the official start of his Petrine ministry, Pope Leo XIV visited the Borgo and is planning to formally inaugurate it within a few months.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2025-05/pope-leo-xiv-visits-the-borgo-laudato-si-in-castel-gandolfo.html ] 

The Centre for Advanced Education 	will present the principles of Laudato si’ to primary school children, high school students and university students. In addition, it will open a vocational school for the most vulnerable people who live in Albano and Rome and will prioritize employing them on the very grounds of the Borgo Laudato si’. In adherence to the Encyclical, the Centre will aim to engage with corporations by providing Executive Education for CEO’s and CSO’s from some of the biggest companies in the world.  The model of education offered will not simply be theoretical but practical, whether you are a primary school child or the CEO of a global corporation. The Borgo invites you to “roll up your sleeves” to care for our planet. This integrated model can provide inspiration for local churches to create their own incarnation of Laudato Si’ applied to their concrete realities.  
I believe that this pedagogic implementation of Laudato si’ provides an example of great relevance to Catholic university education. This dedicated model incorporates both demonstration, or teaching by showing, and experience, or learning by doing. Thus, it correlates well with the three dimensions of the Jesuit university mission: teaching, research, and social outreach to the society and world in which the university is embedded.

May I also please recommend the Laudato Si Action Platform, launched in 2021 and supported by the Dicastery for Integral Human Development. The Platform underpins a series of growing virtual communities. It accompanies Christians and other believers in their integral ecological conversion and supports them in working together.  
Catholic institutes and universities such as those co-sponsoring this conference offer a growing array of courses in social sciences, ethics and spirituality that offer much to the implementation of Laudato si’ especially through the exchange of good practices. The platform is ready to welcome your institution, if you are not already involved.[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/ available also in French, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish.] 

With the examples of both the Borgo Laudato Si’ and the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, what more could the PUG and its sister institutions do, academically and practically, to take up the interconnected environmental and social challenges facing – indeed, threatening – the human family? 
Marking the many anniversaries acknowledged at the beginning, let me invite you to read and re-read Laudato si' and Laudate Deum. Please ask yourselves: 
· Are there any new signs of the times which require new attention? Are there any that were relevant in 2015 but now require less attention?
· Are there proposals for action which still remain to be taken up, or new ones which should be proposed?
· Which of the challenges that Laudato si' and Laudate Deum propose to the human family, should be acted upon with greater collaboration among institutions like yours? 
· How might these two initiatives, the Borgo Laudato Si’ and the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, help Jesuit academic and other institutions respond to Pope Leo’s call: “To be builders of bridges of integration [between different areas], working for ecological, social and environmental justice”? [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Leo XIV, Message to the Meeting of Catholic Universities in Rio de Janeiro, 20 May 2025.] 


The fruits of your reflection will surely be very helpful for Pope Leo in carrying forward the teaching and leadership of Pope Francis on caring for our common home. Laudato si’ offers this prayer for our conclusion: 

The poor and the earth are crying out.
O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,
to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom
of justice, peace, love and beauty. Amen!
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